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Christmas Blessings for use at Home

Blessing of a Christmas

Nativity Scene

God of every nation and people,
from the very beginning of creation
you have made manifest your love:
when our need for a Saviour was
great you sent your Son
to be born of the Virgin
Mary. To our lives he
brings joy and peace,
justice, mercy, and love.
Lord, bless all who look
upon this manger; may it remind us
of the humble birth of Jesus, and
raise up our thoughts to him, who is
God-with-usand Saviour of all, and
who lives and reigns for ever. Amen.

A TABLE PRAYER
for Christmas

Before a meal...

Leader: Glory to God in the highest

All: And peace to his people
on earth.

Leader: Lord Jesus, in the peace
of this season our spirits
rejoice: with the beasts
and angels, and shepherds
and stars, with Mary and
Joseph we sing God’s praise.
By your coming may the
hungry be filled with good
things, and may our table
and home be blessed.
Glory to God in the highest.

Blessing of a Christmas Tree All:  And peace to his people

Holy Lord, we gather with joy to on earth.

celebrate the birth of your Son.

He is Emmanuel, God-with-us, After a meal...

the Prince of Peace, Leader: The Word became flesh,

who fills us with the alleluia!

wonder of your love. All: And dwelt among us,

Lord, let your blessing alleluia!

come upon each and

every one of us. e —

May the light and chee & Ant1gz 4 i e e e S

that this tree gives be w ﬁ Odi-e * f.'i!r.i-:'.‘\u.‘: nd-tus est: hédi-e Salva-

sign of the joy that fills our hearts. S e e &

May all who delight in this tree con tor appiru- it : hodi-¢ in térra cinunt Ange-li, laetdn-

to the knowledge and joy of salva- &= = ’.—».;H—-—_H_,

tion. We ask this through Christ OU i Archange i : hodice  exstltant jisti, dicéntes :

Lord. Amen F“;N— ]
Glé—r‘i- a in excélsis ]):E- o, :ll:,--'.(;- ja. Euouae
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Thrown on Life's Surge? catechetical instruction and good ex-
ample as well. In 1955 she was trans-
ferred here to England, where with
four other Sisters — another from It-
aly, Sr. Antonietta Ciocca who is
presently in Winchester, and three
Americans, now also deceased, she
was sent to open the house in Med-
stead to begin the Community’s work
in this part of the Lord’s kingdom.
She passed some years here and oth-
ers in Winchester, where she gave of
herself generously to accomplishing
what was to be done to bring the
knowledge and love of God to his
people.

Needless to say, Sr. Angelina dis-
played a colourful character. The
bright red of her generous spirit--that
matched the familiar car she was of-
ten seen driving in the village and

. Thomas Street lies to the left

eyond the cross up Winchester
High Street. Not far down that street,
again on the left, is a grey circular
plague stating: “John Lingard DD,
Historian, Hymn Writer, Catholic
Priest, was born in this housB Beb-
ruary 1771” An eminent and well
known writer, Fr Lingard wrote the
hymn 'Hail Queen of Heaven, the
Ocean Star'. He was highly honoured
by the Pope, with evidence that he
was made a Cardinah pectore (in
the heart) in 1826. He died in 1851.
Why not, when standing there, simg
pectore that wonderful hymn and
pray for him?

St Angelina beyond--the blue of her faithfulness
a dedicated woman to the Lord and loyalty to her Sisters

and friends, combined with the yel-
. low and orange of glowing sunshine,
M any lovely things have been (eqecting her joyful spirit and de-
said about Sr. Angelina and jightful sense of humour, tinted by
each of us has our fond memories of \he hyrple of inevitable sorrows and
her. Born in Bitonto, Bari, ltaly in g fferings in her life, but brightened
1925, she entered the Community of 5qain with the greens of hope and
the Religious renewed spirit--all blended to make
Teachers  Filippin her what she was--a veritable rain-
(Sisters of St. Lucy bow, a dedicated woman who set no
In Rome in 1948 limits to her love for the Lord of her
After her receptior life and his people whom she served.
into the Novitiate in The Sisters’ sincere thanks are ex-
1949 - making her pressed to all those in the medical
member for 6 and caring fields and to our friends,
years--she was pr who so generously helped and sup-
fessed in 1952 an ported Sr. Angelina during her ill-
spent some time ness. May God bless and reward you.
serving in communities in ltaly. She \ye celebrate her life and pray that
was very good at sewing and embroi- ¢na remember us who knew and
dery, which she taught to young la- |oyeq her and who cherished her

dies whose faith she nurtured with among us, and we ask that the Lord
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grant her eternal rest in his glorious” Dear Mrs Bothwell and friends | am

presence.

Ode to a Pill

ittle pill here in my hand,

| wonder how you understand
Just what to do or where to go
To stop the ache that hurts me so.
Within your covering lies relief,
You work alone in unbelief,
You sink in regions there below
As down my throat you quickly go!
But what | wonder, little pill,
How do you know where | am ill?
And just how do you really know
Exactly where you have to go?
I've got a headache, that is true,
My broken ribs need attention too.
So how can anything so small
End my aches in no time at all?
Do you work alone or hire a crew
To do the good things that you do?
I'm counting on you mighty strong
To get in there where you belong.
Don't let me down and please don't
shirk to do your undercover work;
So down my throat be on your way
And end my aches another day.
Don't take a wrong turn is my plea
| can't take another till after three!

Knitted Goods for Children

Y et another consignment of knitted
clothes for premature babies has

made its way to Winchester hospital.

writing on behalf of the Maternity Unit at
Winchester Hospital, to thank you all so
much for the wonderful knitted hats, boo-
ties and cardigans you have all worked
so tirelessly to make. Our unit really ap-
preciates the time and effort that you
have all put into making these items. Our
babies now have sufficient outfits to last
some time.

We were, however, wondering if it was
possible to request a dozen or so small
blankets approx 40-50cm square to use
for those babies that are sadly stillborn,
so that the mothers have something to go
into their memory boxes, with their other
items. We would love a few of each col-
our, pink, blue and white. Many thanks
again on behalf on our Mums, babies and
staff, Elizabeth Sammons.”

The Language of Patterns:
The Golden Ratio

Following on from the previous
article in the last magazine, we
will look at how the golden ratio
through different patterns is related to
nature. Before we start, we need to
define the golden ratio. In Euclid’'s
words, the golden ratio is defined
as:A straight line is said to have been
cut in extreme and mean ratio when
as the whole line is to the greater seg-
ment, so the greater segment, so is the
greater to the lesser.

Described in this way, the idea of the
golden ratio is quite difficult to un-
derstand. If we think of this as a dia-

Thank you to all those who continue to9"@m, the concept of the golden ratio
make the effort to knit these very smallP€COmes much easier to see.

but very useful garments. They are
really appreciated by the nurses to
whom we send them. Below is a letter
recently received from them.

@ 1

A C B

Figure 1

Page 4



In Figure 1, if the ratio of the length

of AC to the length of CB is the same grees and would not overlap any of
as the ratio of the length of AB to the the leaves that already exist. This
length of AC, then the line has beenspacing prevents leaves from over-
cut in extreme and mean ratio, or in Shadowing each other and to maxi-
the Golden Ratio. The golden ratio is Mise the amount of sunlight the plant
given byvs+! and is given the sym- IS able to collect. If the angle between
bol ‘@. % each leaf is a number that divided 360
Therefore the ratio of the length AC degrees, say 120 degrees, then we
to the length of CB is given by @:1. would obtain 3 sets of leaves aligned
The numerical value of the golden €xactly under each other along the
ratio is approximately 1.61803. The stem and this would not allow the
golden ratio is a number that cannotPlant to maximise the amount of
be written down exactly. It is an ex- sun!lght it can co_II_ect from it's fixed
ample of an irrational number, that is POsition. In addition to this, there
it cannot be written in the form afb, ~ Wwould be big gaps between these 3
wherea andb are both whole num- Seéts (or columns) of leaves. _
bers. The golden ratio conjugate is This tight packing in the form of spi-
given by 1/@ . Since the golden ratio rals also occurs in flowers and Dai-
is an irrational number, the golden SI€S. The German mathematician G.
ratio conjugate is also an irrational Van lterson showed that if you pack
number. Before we explore how the Successive points separated by 137.5
golden ratio occurs in nature, we needdegrees on tightly wound spirals, then
another concept called the golden anthe human eye would pick out spiral
gle. The golden angle is simply given Patterns winding clockwise and anti-
by 360/(@x@), which is approxi- clockwise. This pattern can be ob-
mately 137.5 degrees. As with the served in the seedheads of Sur]flowers
golden ratio conjugate, the goldenand Daises. This way of packing al-
angle is also an irrational number. lows the most efficient sharing of
The golden ratio is one of the reasonshorizontal space and hence maxi-
for the spirals that can be observed inMises the number of seeds packed in
plant life. In 1837, the Bravais broth- one seedhead. Note that the spiral
ers discovered that new leaves grow afPatterns described here is not neces-
an angle that is close to 137.5 degreessarily a law, but a pattern that tends to
that is the golden angle, which is illus- frequently occur in nature. The spirals
trated by Figure 2. From Figure 2, we that are related to the golden ratio and
see the angle between the leaf numdgolden angle are not restricted to the
bers 1 and 2 is approximately 137.5Plant world. These spirals also appear

! degrees. This is from the microscopic level to the
S also the case for huge magnificent spirals of galaxies.
N |leaves 2 and 3. We end this‘ article with a very apt
\|The next leaf quote from ‘The Golden Ratio’ by

o E— Ilwould grow at Mario Livio:
/|angle of approxi- | hope next time you eat a pineapple,
. “\/// mately 137.5 de- send a rose to a loved one, or admire
b T -2
—— Page 5
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Van Gogh'’s sunflower paintings, you campaign in the Parish, we held the
will remember that the growth pattern annual Harvest appeal for CAFOD
of these plants embodies this wonder-and raised £502.10, at a time when
ful number we call the golden ratio. many of you had only just made a big
References: commitment to the diocese.

R. Livio (2003) The Golden Ratio Over the Christmas period last year

Broadway Books: New York
|. Stewart (2001)What Shape is
SnowflakeWeidenfield & Nicolson.

By Jeffrey Samuel
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CAFOD

just one world

many of you wrote parish Christmas
cards and gave a donation to CAFOD,
which raised £75. Just as we had
planned to ask you to make sugges-
tions about which "World Gift" we
should send, the Earthquake in Haiti
struck! Your response to the Earth-
quake appeal was wonderful. Alto-
gether £2,466.51 was sent to help the
disaster appeal, including the £75.
Then came the annual Lent appeal!
On the 50th anniversary of this col-
lection there were many things we
could have done as a parish. How-
ever, we thought it only fair to you to
limit ourselves to the simple collec-
tion and £573.66 was raised.

The collection of foreign coins con-
tinues. You will find the box on the
table at the back of the church. | re-
cently delivered a couple of ice-cream
containers of coins to the CAFOD
offices in Aldershot and managed to
sell off most of the "OIld" pennies etc.
and raised £7.50, which has been sent
to CAFOD from the parish. Please
continue to donate your foreign coins
but avoid contributing currencies no
longer in circulation as these cannot
be exchanged.

Thank you.

There have been many calls on Ann Bergin _

your generosity from different (Anne has now retired as_the Cafod
quarters in recent months and so |representative for the Parish. Many
would like to say a very big "Thank thanks for all her hard work.

You" on behalf of CAFOD for all you

David Hudec has kindly offered to

have contributed in answer to the take on this role, thanks to him for
various appeals during this past year.volunteering.)

Shortly after the "Living Our Faith"
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St Patrick's Night Supper

Our first major parish event in the
new hall was the St Patrick's
Night Supper. This was held on Fri-

day 19th March and was a great suc-

cess. After an initial slow start on the

sale of tickets, the event was sold out.

The room was decorated in a fitting

green, white and gold and for the first

time we had a licensed batr.

The meal was delicious as always, a
three course delight of starter, main
and dessert, with enough choices to
satisfy everyone. Music was by the
band 'Wraggle Taggle' and was very

is an ancient religious house of the
Order of Carmelites dating back to

g E-_
the 13th Century. Every year thou-
sands of pilgrims visit to pray at the
shrine ofOur Lady of the Assump-
tion and St. Simon Stock.
He was an Englishman who lived in
the 13th century, was an early prior

getting people up to dance and a lot

of fun was had by all.

s

What is always so lovely in our parish
is at the end of the evening when so
many people stay to help put tables
and chairs away. A really good exam-
ple of many hands making light work.

Pilgrimage to Aylesford

he Alton-Petersfield Pastoral
Area made a pilgrimage to
Aylesford in Kent on August 14th

2010. Set in the heart of Kent, Eng-

land, The Friars - Aylesford Priory -

order. Little is known about his life

with any historical certainty. The

Blessed Virgin Mary is traditionally

said to have appeared to him and
given him the Carmelite habit, the
Brown Scapular, with a promise that
those who die wearing it will be

saved. Thus, popular devotion to
Saint Simon Stock is usually associ-
ated with devotion to Our Lady of

Mount Carmel. The Carmelites or
The Brothers of the Blessed Virgin
Mary of Mount Carmel, had their ori-

gins as a Christian hermit community
in Palestine; in the early 13th century
the members moved to Europe where
they became mendicant friars. Saint
Simon was born in England and be-
came an early leader :
the Order as it estal | .er

lished itself in Europe .. \’5)\
Liturgies in his honou % &
are first known to hav '
been celebrated in Ire
land and England i
1458, and throughout the Carmelite
Order in 1564. His feast day is an
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optional memorial, celebrated on May
16". The Saint's bones are still pre-

served in a cathedral in Bordeaux; a

tibia was brought to England in the
1860s for the Carmelite church in
Kensington, a part of the skull was
enshrined at Aylesford in 1950. St.
Simon Stock is the patron saint of the
English province of Discalced Car-
melites.

First Holy Communion

joyous day was celebrated at

the culmination of many months
of work by children and catechists.
Many congratulations go the those
who received Holy Communion for
the first time.

Michael Abouchabki
Harry Phillips
Eleanor Austin

Emily Rawlings
Damian Brzostek
Orla Vincent
Samanth Hall
Hermione Ware
Kiera Leather
Olivia Welch
Georgina Lewis
Reuben Welch
Anna Musker
Ella Yarham

Page

Quizzes & Puzzles

1. Mystery Twins
Two babies born on the same day in
the same year with the same mother
and father are not twins.
Can you explain how this can be?

2. Classic Anagrams
For each of the following expres-
sions, rearrange the letters to make
another expression.
Do not add or subtract any letters.
(Hint: the first is a 2-word phrase;
the second is a 3-word phrase.)

3. Animals in Hiding
There is an animal hiding in each sen-
tence below. Can you find them?
Example: There's a bee in
"Il be eleven next month."

Hint: You'll have to look in three
words to find some of the animals.
1. We can go at six o'clock.

2. It's nice to do good deeds.

3. Take soap and a towel.

4. Most rich people wear fancy

clothes.
5. You can keep the watch or sell it.
6. Use a ladder.
7. It will be a rainy day.
8. | came late.
9. Tell me if | should start now.
10. Will a map help you?

Answers to be found on page 23
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The Shepherd is looking for the '

ChriSTmas SUdOku baby Jesus. Can you help him? '€::'i Enter 'gﬁ.?
2 L _

B %;Jr @E

Each row, each column and each of the large four squares
should have one of each image. Fill in the blanks!

& R Y S

Christmas Tree

B
HY H
MR HKO
S AI GD G A
VGGREENHTF
I WOXR
NCBRCEN
SAAGNITER
S UALCATNASN
BDXMETI P
YOJ QEMWDS
PGUSTNEGSERP
ALBGPWT  NMEKWOQTF
CHRI STDMAS
OMS UNTREENW
ZNCDEEKHDXJ OVD
BGZURRLGI CVWRVYVF
PXMAEI YQHKDU
MREMGWGL HD VKNE
XCXRJENCMAMERERUX
BCZOWVPAEGWFLHS QI
UTUE YV
cCJ A
vV WD

Nativity Word Scramble

1.5TRA

2. MAGREN
3 MYAR
4.SEPHE

5. DOEYEN
6.AFGLN

7. JPHOES
3. JRSEU

9. KIGSN
10. STBALE

All these words come from
the Christmas story. Can
you unscramble them?

Angels Green Ornaments

Tree  Lights Excitement
Boughs Twinkle Santa Claus
Joy Snow  Magical

Winter Presents Christmas
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Lead Kindly Light

ohn Henry Newman was born in

1801, his father was a banker but
the recession which followed the end
of long years of war with France, led
to the folding of the bank and in 1821
he was declared bankrupt. It was at
this time that the family moved to
Alton so that his father could take on

the brewery.
L

John Henry's life
| was marked by
deep faith. His
| family were mod-
| erate Church of
England  people
but he underwent
a dramatic spiri-
tual conversion of an evangelical kind
in his last years at Ealing School.
Well educated, John Henry had many
progressive ideas that were judged
too radical when he was working as a
tutor of Oriel College; he was consid-
ered a bad influence on students! This
did, however, give him the time to
devote to the Oxford Movement,
which sought to reconnect the Church
of England to its Catholic roots. In
1845, after 20 years as an Anglican

priest and after much anguish, he was

received into the Catholic Church,
cutting him off from his friends for

John Henry would look for a moder-
ate way seeking to temper the ex-
travagance of more extreme views.
He was also an influential writer and
poet, penning the hymn 'Lead kindly
light' while abroad on a trip.
Fundamental to his life was and his
faith, was his care for people and his
refusal to pursue arguments without
touching hearts. He was at heart a
pastoral priest.

The 1870s brought Newman special
recognition for his work as both an
Anglican and a Roman Catholic. In
1877 he became the first person
elected to an honorary fellowship of
Trinity College; two years later, Pope
Leo Xl awarded him a place in the
College of Cardinals. He died on Au-
gust 11, 1890, and was buried in War-
wickshire. His epitaph readsEx
umbris et imaginibus in veri-
tatem"--"out of shadows and pictures
into truth.”

His canonisation would make John
Henry Newman the first English per-
son to have lived since the 17th cen-
tury to be declared a saint.

Papal Visit—Hyde Park

people went from St Mary's to
yde Park on the Saturday of

the Pope's visit. 7 of us met to travel

years. He joined the order of priests together from Alton Station. We took

called the Oratorians. Although his
conversion was 'like coming into port
after a rough sea’, John Henry did not
enjoy a peaceful, trouble free life.
Instead, it seems, the Catholic Church
were not too sure what to do with

such a distinguished scholar. He un-

dertook many projects but his life was
dogged with disappointments and
controversy. Always, in arguments,
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with us our pilgrim packs in bright there was silence and peace for a little
yellow and slung our folded chairs while.lt was an amazing experience,
across our shoulders and we were setone which we will remember for a

As the train made its way to Waterloo long time.

it was encouraging to see many more

yellow packs being carried by people The Youth at Westminster

and by the time we reached Waterloo

and met up with another member of ive young members of the Parish
our group, there were hundreds of us [ joined a host of others from the

all making our way to to the Under- Diocese and the Country to meet the

ground. The numbers swelled as weHoly Father at Westminster and then
entered Hyde Park and settled downtravel on to Hyde Park for the eve-

for the afternoon. The sun was shin- ning Vigil Service. From all accounts

ing and everyone was in a greatit was a memorable experience which
mood, chatting and laughing as we they will never forget. James Mather
waited. The screens showed us whatsent in some photo. Look at how
was going on and we enjoyed watch- close they were to the Pope at both
ing theatre groups and dance groupsevents! There are too many to print
throughout the evening. When the here, see the Parish website to view

Bishops came on stage they wel- the rest.\pww.stmarysalton.co.uk)
comed all the different parishes and

groups in a large procession taking
over an hour. Excitement built as we
watched the Popemobile driving
down the Mall, up to Buckingham
Palace and then turning into Hyde
Park. The Pope was welcomed with
cheers and flag waving.
The vigil service was lovely. We sang
the hymns and listened as the Pope

told us that we must be seen to live
our lives by our faith. That we must
love one another and help each othe
Then 80 000 people knelt for the Ex-
position of the Blessed Sacrament ané
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Stronger together

he creation of pastoral areas - or

clustering of parishes - is a sub-
ject that causes a great deal of appre-
hension, much of it arising from mis-

iving Our Faith 4

understanding. But for the process to
be successful, it must make use of
everyone's talents and not be rushed

Out of sheer necessity - but not before
time - the one-man-band parish has
come to an end. With declining num-

bers of priests and sometimes of con-
gregations, dioceses are having to
reconsider how to serve the people.
Sometimes that means considering
the clustering of parishes. Clustering
can make people fearful. They worn'
that the character of their parish will

be lost, that they will be unable to go
to Mass in their neighborhood, and
they will lose their priest. But there

are advantages too, and what works
and what doesn't work need to be
considered.

These issues were on the agenda
when the priests and deacons of
Portsmouth Diocese met for an over-
night conference in Bournemouth
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following an invitation from the Today, priests are called on to work
bishop, Crispian Hollis. The topic collaboratively with everybody in the
was "pastoral areas" - known in other parish. | personally have been helped
parts of the Church as "clustering par- in this work by the stewardship proc-
ishes". ess where the gifts, the talents and the
The idea of pastoral areas startedtreasure of every individual are ac-
with a pastoral plan for the whole knowledged. Donal Harrington, in his
diocese whereby 102 parishes will book The Welcoming Parish
become 24 with teams of clergy and (Columba Press), says that the parish
laity having pastoral responsibility for in splendid isolation has no future, as
each area. There has been widespreadve are a communion of communities.
involvement of lay people in the In drawing several parish communi-
process. ties together, it is crucial to remember
In the course of the last five years, that each one has its own history, cul-
some areas made rapid progress whileture, traditions and ritual. These must
others hardly moved at all. Pastoral be respected and integrated with their
areas were encouraged to take theneighbours in the vicinity. New op-
process at a speed appropriate to theortunities will present themselves
circumstances of the particular area.for enriching the differences each
There are now two pastoral areas de-community holds dear to itself.
clared to be parishes according to the A new kind of parish is emerging
Code of Canon Law and two more where the talents of everybody are
ready to be made parishes. There areacknowledged. We felt that we
certain criteria that each pastoral areashould get the terminology as right as
has to fulfill before they become par- possible for this new kind of parish.
ishes, such as having a viable leader-While we are in transition, the priest
ship team of clergy and laity. There with overall responsibility will be
should be wide consultation, with called the "coordinating pastor" while
good communication. other priests in the area will be called
The process has thrown up fears"co-pastors” with everybody being co
such as the possible closure of some-responsible - co-workers. There
church buildings and the lack of lead- might well be exceptions: some
ership in small Eucharist communi- priests (retired priests, chaplains and
ties. There were also questions aboutnewly ordained priests) will not fit
what title the priests will have. Some into either category. When a pastoral
of the priests were fearful of being area becomes a parish, the coordinat-
called "curate" as in days gone by; ing pastor becomes parish priest
and one of the while all co-pastors become associate
purposes of this year's conference wasparish priests.
to advance the process by working onWhile the fears of some might be al-
the terminology. At the conference layed, the closure of churches is also
itself, many of the fears disappeareda big issue. When a community is
because the clergy involved recog- built on and sustained by the Eucha-
nised that, if anything, their ministry rist, the shortage of priests is a threat
is be inspired and affirmed. to the very life of that community. At
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present, there is no intention to closeand we are aiming to have an unpaid
churches. In our pastoral area, wetrained leader for all the major minis-
have 14 Masses at the weekend fortries in the parish by 2012.

1,700 people and the smallest churchThere must be greater care of all the
in the area can accommodate 150 priests in the pastoral area. This
people. In the past 10 years, there hagneans that they must take a day off
been a gradual decline in the numbereach week and proper holidays. Be-
of people who attend Mass regularly. sides, there must be more attention
The re-organization of the pastoral given to the lifestyle of the priest,
area might well speed up this haemor-who can be isolated and lonely.

rhage unless we become a missionary In the new kind of parish, there will
Church again. Two of the existing be risks and challenges but most of
communities regularly receive new all greater inspiration. Our efforts are
people into the Church; but they do by no means perfect or ideal, merely
not compensate for the fallout. On the an attempt to address a big issue fac-
other hand, new, larger areas could ing communities where the Eucharist
become much more effective at evan- is central and needs to remain at the
gelization than smaller communities, heart of what it means to be Church
which are diminishing in pastoral ac- in the twenty-first century.

tivity, in human resources and finan-
cially to the extent that they are
hardly surviving. It often happens that

a diocese is too big while an individ-
ual parish is too small but a cluster of *
five to seven parishes can work mira-
cles. Ideally a cluster of parishes can
employ professionals to organise
youth ministry, sacramental prepar-
ation, adult formation and communi-

F*

$
%

Parish Family News

cations. Baptisms

We have also discovered that some,January
if not all, volunteers need leadership Molly Anne Burfitt 17"
training. For example, the person in Grace Elizabeth Clark 371

charge of the readers' rota does notyparch

consider herself as a leader; but this is\yjlliam Richard Downing 21
a parish ministry needing leadership. Mary Elizabeth Vitoria ogh
A good administrator is not always a April

good leader. We are aiming to have alRIL . th
paid pastoral leader for our parish Yincent Michael Gowland 5

L . P H th

initially and then for the wider area - Justin Dylan Macabali 11th
Jake Phillip Lloyd 25

KEY NUMBERS FOR THE CAMPAIGN

Raised to Date £13,105,994 Mﬂ

Average sif £2,074 Hannah Rose Lowe 2

Gifts received 4,770 . . th

Funds addressing parish needs £5.817,699 Katharine Frances Hinds 9

Parishes and pastoral areas involved to date 74 O||V|a Rose Pracy 23’d
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June
Lila Rose Jackson 2
Joseph Anthony Briggs 20"
July

Victoria Cielo Elizabeth Jamesg"
Hamish James Alan McKell 25"

August

William Sean Thomas Morgal5"
Isabel Rose Russell 15"
October

Niamh Emily Kennedy 10"

Eduardo Jose Duges-Garces 17"
Herbert Anthony Hale Lewin 23¢

Deaths
January
Luis Bautista Garcia 28"
Gian Luigi Franchetti 37°
April
Nora Mary Charity o
May

Geoffrey Gordon Ainsley Crisg"
June

Violet Mary Curtin 13"
July

William Arthur Stratford 19"
August

Josephine Anne Cramb Slanel1"
September

Arthur Webster 26"
October

Bernadette Herbert 19"

Congratulations to:

Renee Russell on h#07" birthday
Sr. Cecilia on he®1* birthday
Sr. Elizabeth on he&d6" birthday

"a Multos Annoe

A Voyage of Discovery

Reflections on the
Permanent Diaconate by Fr. Peter

asked me to take &
the role of Directol
for the Permanent D
aconate in the Ports
mouth Diocese. Thif]
has proved to be o
of the most fulfilling
jobs | have ever u
dertaken, and
wanted to share some of my experi-
ences, and so have put pen to paper.
| was rather nervous at the beginning
of this venture. | had never worked
with any Deacon before, or been is a
Deanery where they served. | had
heard some rather uncomplimentary
things in the past from other priests,
so | was unsure of what to expect. In
fact, most of what | was told was
based on an ignorance of the ministry
of the Diaconate and it's function and
place in the Church today. To be hon-
est | think fear of the unknown often
takes the place of reasoned judgement
at times. My own views have been
transformed during this year. Not
only have | met some wonderfully
dedicated individuals, but | have been
privileged to witness first hand the
vital work they do for the people of
this Diocese. Today’s Deacons bring
an extraordinary wealth of experience
to the ordained ministry, not least
because the majority are married men
with families. This is a real blessing
for us all. | see my job now, not only
of helping select and train the Dea-
cons of the future but to help the
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Church from New Testament times.
Whilst there is a certain ambiguity
surrounding the classic Scriptural ref-
erence in Acts 16:1-16, which is seen
as the foundational text for the diaco-
nal ministry, deacons have been with

Priests of the Diocese
understand and appre-
ciate their worth. Not
B only as fellow workers
for the care of souls,
|| but also the undoubted
@ richness they bring to R
; '@ the ordained ministry MoE
by their married experience—
restoring a necessary balance that of-
ten seems to be lacking in a solely
celibate clergy. | am very grateful for
the opportunity to share my enthusi-
asm for this restored ministry in the
Church and to ask for your prayerful
support for the dedicated team of For-
mators who help me in this work and

for all those candidates who approachthe Church from the beginning and
the Church to discern their vocation gre essential contributors to a full re-

to this ordained ministry. There is glisation of the Church's ordained
much work to be done in the Lord’s ministry.

vineyard by shepherds wiling and Some ‘of the great Fathers of the
able to serve God's people. Church help our understanding. Espe-
cially St. Ignatius of Antioch who
tells us that within seventy years or so
of Christ's resurrection the structure
of the church had so developed that it
could be said thatno church was

STE PARM NICO T
SN A S AT A

i

The Restoration of the
Permanent Diaconate

- a brief history
‘For the nurturing and constant

growth of the people of God,
Christ the Lord instituted in the
Church a variety of ministries, which
work for the good of the whole body.

worthy of the name without the three-
fold ministry of bishop, priest and

deacon' In the re-establishment of the
permanent Diaconate the Church is
saying to us that we must re-develop

From the apostolic age the Diaconatethat structure and its ways of worg-
has had a clearly outstanding position Whilst by the seventh century the or-
among these ministries, and it hasder of deacon was, with notable ex-
always been held in great honour by ceptions, rarely entered into as a per-
the Church.{Pope Paul VI, Apostolic Mmanent state but had become reduced
Letter Ad Pascendum , 1972) to an order passed through en route
Not surprisingly, there is a tendency for priesthood, it was still part of the
to treat the permanent Diaconate as ahierarchical order of the Church and
new idea. This is not so. Far from never ceased to exist. One of the
being an invention of the Second greatest exceptions was St Francis of
Vatican Council, the permanent Di- Assisi, who remained a Deacon and
aconate has been a ministry in thewas never ordained to Priesthood.

Page 16



The Council of Trent (1545-1663) The Ministry of Charity —

attempted to restore a permanent Di-He is particularly called to serve the

aconate, but it was the Second Vati- poor, the vulnerable and the margin-

can Council, and the Pope electedalised.

during the course of that Council, He will coordinate the local church’'s

Paul VI, that managed to achieve this.response to their needs.

He said: “The Permanent Diaconate He will have a special care for mat-

should be restored, as a driving force ters of social justice.

for the Church's servicedigkonig He will foster and support parish

towards the local Christian communi- groups and organisations.

ties, and as a sign or sacrament of theThe Ministry of the Word —

Lord Jesus himself, wha&me notto He will proclaim the Gospel and

be served but to sefteThese words sometimes preach at Mass and other

recall the ancient tradition of the Religious Services.

Church as expressed by the early Fa-He will preside over Services other

thers such as Ignatius of Antioch, than the Mass.

who says that deacons dministers He will lead the people in Prayer.

of the mysteries of Jesus Christ, min- He will officiate at Funeral and Burial

isters of the Church of God'. Services.

The restoration of the permanent Di- The Ministry of the Altar —

aconate has presented the Church toHe will offer Service at the altar at

day with a new challenge. In the con- Mass assisting the Bishop or Priest.

text of our own limited experience we He will distribute Holy Communion

have to develop a clear and sharedat Mass, in hospital and in the homes

understanding of the deacon's role. Inof the sick, the housebound and the

this diocese the restored Diaconatedying.

has now been operating for 25 yearsHe will Baptize and prepare people

or so and we have 39 ordained Dea-for that sacrament.

cons in active ministry. 6 candidates He will officiate at Marriages and

are in training at Wonersh and Mary- prepare couples for that Sacrament.

vale, and 2 are discerning their voca- All this might seem daunting, but all

tion. This is an opportune moment to these activities are and always have

reflect and give people instruction. been part of the Deacon’s ministry.

We all need to see the Diaconate as

an integral part of the ordained minis- We are all called to a vocation in the

try and put forward a vision for it's Church. Deacons, it might be said,

future development and to ask peoplehave a particular and unique role in

to give their wholehearted support. the Western Church, in that their first
vocation is to the married state and to
their family’s well-being and sec-

What is a Deacon? ondly to their ministerial calling.
He is a man called by the Bishop of They are the only people who partici-
the Diocese to Ordination. pate in all seven of the Church’s sac-

He is ordained to serve the Church in raments.
a threefold ministry:
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Sixtus, he was beheaded. Lawrence

Famous Deacons has always been venerated, both in
the West and in the East. as the most
St. Stephen, Martyr celebrated of the Roman martyrs. His

feast is on 10 August.

One of the first deacor Y
and the first Christial
martyr; feast on 26De-
cember. He devoted hin
self to the care and di
fence of the poor an

St. Francis of Assisi, Religious:

Even though Francis’ life story is fa-
miliar to most people, it is not as well
known that he was ordained a Dea-
con. In one of his letters he wrote:
: ; “We must not be wise and prudent
ltohe()rggc\lljvtr?g’weprzrt{/?g:?n:lu rsTepHEN according to the flesh. Rather, we

of a certain official of King Dagobert, Must be simple, humble, pure. We
In the Acts of the Apostles the name should never desire to be over others.
of St. Stephen occurs for the first time » Instead, we ought
on the occasion of the appointment of / . 10 be servants who
the first deaconsftll of faith and the are submissive to
Holy Spirit' (Acts:1-5). Dissatisfac- every human being
tion concerning the distribution of Nflly for Gods sake. The
alms from the community's fund hav- _|I|,[ Spirit of the Lord will
ing arisen in the Church, seven men rest on all who live in this
were selected and specially ordainedWay and persevere in it to the end. He
by the Apostles to take care of the Will permanently dwell in them. They
temporal relief of the poorer mem- will be the Father's children who do
bers. Of these seven, Stephen, is thd!iS WOrk. They are the spouses, broth-

first mentioned and the best known. €S and mothers of our Lord Jesus
The only first hand source of infor- Christ” Francis was never ordained a

mation on the life and death of St. priest. Instead, Francis remained an

Stephen is the Acts of the Apostles ordained deacon, a servant of others,
(6:1-8). to the end of his life.

St. Lawrence, Martyr: The New Church Roof

St. Lawrence, one of the deacons of

the Roman Church, was one of the Work to construct the new roof for St.
victims of the persecution of Valerian Mary’s Church will begin in the New
in 258"°, like Pope Sixtus Il and Year. It will not start until late Febru-
many other members of the Roman ary or March. This is to make use of
clergy. The Passio of St.  the ‘fine’ weather we hope will have
Lawrence was written at arrived by then! A complete scaffold-
least a century after his ing covering has to be erected over
& death and is consequently the outside of the building as well as
considered unreliable. the inside. This means that the
. Many moden scholars Church cannot be used for about six-

¢ maintain that, like teen weeks. During that time Masses
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will be celebrated in the Hall.

While work is in progress there will

be some disruption and some dust, no

doubt. But please be patient as the

end result will be worth the wait.

The existing aluminium roof has to be

replaced because it has badly deterio-

rated and is now vey fragile, even also enhance the visua; appearance of

birds pecking can pierce it! The life the interior. A new digital sound sys-

span of the material was only about tem is being added with a ‘satellite’

40 years so we haven’'t done too system in the Hall, and video capa-

badly. A new steel tiled roof with a bilities to broadcast services to the

special coating will be attached to the internet. The opportunity now pre-

existing framework. This will alter sents itself to do some extra work
during this time. With the support of
the Diocesan Liturgical Commission
a proposal was made and has now
been accepted to re- order the Sanctu-
ary to its original design and layout
when St Mary’'s was first built in
1964 following the liturgical princi-
ples laid down in the Second Vatican

the outward appearance of the roof. Council. This would entail:

To replace the present style would be Moving the Organ.

prohibitively expensive. New win- The organ has to be partially disman-

dow rooflights will be installed to tled to protect it from dust and debris.

replace the existing windows on each This is a good opportunity to clean

of the present levels. These will pro- and repair it but also to move it to

vide more light to the interior, and where the original organ console was,
have the added benefit of opening as- near the Lady Chapel.

well, cooling the building in the hot Moving the Font.

Tiiternal T~ The Baptismal Font is normally to be
e ~ found at the entrance to Churches. It
econ is the place where our sacramental
life begins and we are welcomed into
the Church. By the waters of Baptism
we become children of God and
brothers and sisters of Christ. The
font was originally beneath the small
cupola by the main doors and was
summer months. . enclosed by a metal screen.

While the Church is closed work will Moving the Tabernacle.

be done to the interior. A new light- The Blessed Sacrament Chapel is
ing system is being installed which marked clearly by the Eucharistic
will provide better lighting levels and  stained glass windows on the left of
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the Church. (It is balanced by the
Lady Chapel windows with their
Marian symbols, on the right.) The
original Tabernacle from the old
Church is being refurbished and will
be used once again, to become a tan
gible link to our past and a more fit-
ting place to reserve the Blessed Sac
rament in our midst.

Moving the Presidential Chair.

The Priest presides over the Liturgical
Assembly gathered around the Altar
to offer the Sacrifice of the Mass. The
Presidential Chair will be reposi-
tioned at the rear of the Sanctuary, re-
creating the balance and harmony of
the architect’s original design.

Any questions regarding the Litur-
gical and Theological reasons for
these alterations may be referred to
Fr. Peter who is happy to provide
further expla-
nation.

The New Roman Missal

As you may already know, the words
we use in the Mass are scheduled to
change within next years. The 2001
Vatican documentiturgiam Authen-
ticam (*On the Use of Vernacular
Languages in the Publication of the
Books of the Roman Liturgy”) out-
lined new rules and principles for
translation, requiring that English and
other vernacular versions of tho-
man Missalmatch the original Latin
texts more closely (or literally). Since
then the Catholic Bishops Conference
of England and Wales, has been
working with the Holy See (and other
organisations) to revise and approve
the new English translation of the
Roman Missal The new translations
affect the Order of Mass, including
both the priest’s and people’s parts.
Lectionary readings, including re-
sponsorial psalms, are not affected at
this time. The process for approving
and implementing the new transla-
tions has been long and complex. It is
hoped that the new Order of Mass
will be promulgated on the First Sun-
day of Advent 2011. The bishops are
calling on all clergy and lay ecclesial
ministers to help parish assemblies
learn the new ritual texts and to sup-
port the catechesis that will be needed
before, during, and after the transi-
tion.

Questions on the Revised
Translation of the Ordo Missae.

“And with your spirit™?
One of the more noticeable changes
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in the people’s parts of the Mass is able. The revised translation of the
the response to the greeting “The Order of Mass will be permitted only
Lord be with you”. The Latin re- when the liturgical book are ready for
sponse, etum spiritu tugis rendered publication. A study video has been
literally in English, “and with your prepared by the Internationl Commis-
spirit”. Liturgiam Authenticamcalls  sion for English in the Liturgy. It will
for the faithful rendering of expres- be used in our Parish in the New Year
sions that belong to the heritage of theto begin the process of study and re-
ancient Church and citegt cum flection so that we are all familiar
spiritu tuo as an example (no.56). with the new rite when it is intro-
Most modern languages have trans-duced in Advent 2011.

lated this phrase literally, so the Eng-

lish text now more closely parallels Sample Texts:

the vernacular translations. Greeting:
When will all this be

implemented  The Lord be with you.
for liturgical The people reply:
use? And with your spirit.
The approved

text of the Or-  Confiteor:

der of Mass has

been released | confess to almighty God and to you,

~as a text for my brothers and sisters, that | have
study and formation but is not in- greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in
tended for liturgical use, that is to say my words, in what | have done and in
it can not be used in the celebration of what | have failed to do, through my
the Mass. The intention of the Con- fault, through my fault, through my
gregation for Divine Worship and of most grievous fault; therefore | ask
the Bishop’s Conference of England plessed Mary ever-Virgin, all the
and Wales is to enable and encourageangels and Saints, and you, my
a process of preparation and catecheprothers and sisters, to pray for me
sis for both priests and the faithful, as tg the Lord our God.
well as to make the texts available to
composers of liturgical music who Ppreface:
can begin to set the texts, especially™
the acclamations, to music in antici- The Lord be with you.
pation of the implementation of the And with your spirit.
texts for liturgical use. It is hoped Lift up your hearts.
that when the time comes to use thee lift them up to the Lord.
texts in the celebration of the Mass, et us give thanks to therd our God.
priests will be properly trained, the |t js right and just.
faithful will have an understanding
and appreciation of what is being gjoria:
prayed, and musical settings of the™

liturgical texts will be readily avail- Gjory to God in the highest, and on
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earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you,

we adore you, we glorify you, we
give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,

O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten
Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of
the Father, you take away the sins of
the world, have mercy on us;

you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer; you are seated
at the right hand of the Father,

have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord, you alone
are the Most High, Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory

of God the Father. Amen.

Creed:

| believe in one God, the Father
almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the
Only Begotten Son of God, born of
the Father before all ages. God from
God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation he

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the
Father and the Son is adored and
glorified, who has spoken through
the prophets. | believe in one, holy,
catholic and apostolic Church.

| confess one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins and | look forward
to the resurrection of the dead and the
life of the world to come. Amen.

Sanctus:

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

The mystery of faith:

And the people continue, acclaiming:
We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection

until you come again.

Or:

When we eat this Bread and drink this
Cup, we proclaim your Death,

O Lord, until you come again.

Or:

Save us, Saviour of the world,

for by your Cross and Resurrection

came down from heaven, and became youy have set us free.

man and by the Holy Spirit was in-
carnate of the Virgin Mary, and be-

came man. For our sake he was cruci-

fied under Pontius Pilate, he suffered
death and was buried, and rose again
on the third day in accordance with
the Scriptures. He ascended into

Ecce Agnus Dei:

Behold the Lamb of God, behold him
who takes away the sins of the world.
Blessed are those called to the supper
of the Lamb.

heaven and is seated at the right hand_ord, | am not worthy that you should

of the Father. He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

enter under my roof, but only say the
word and my soul shall be healed.
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APF:
Altar Servers:

Alton Convent:
Cafod Rep:

Child Protection:
Choir:

Cleaners’ Rota:
First Communion:
Flowers:

Hall Bookings:
Health & Safety:
PPC Chair:
Readers’ Rota:

St Lucy’s Convent:

Youth 7-10:
Youth 10-14:

Schools

All Hallows:
Salesian College:
Farnborough Hill:
St Polycarps:
Alton Convent:

Useful Parish Contacts

Norman Street

Andrew Croom-Johnson 01420 23157

David Parkinson
Sister Helen
David Hudec
Eunice Hopkins
Anne Bothwell
Tracy Short
Rose Kenny
Paula Brown
Pauline Fell
Parish Office
Norman Street
David Parkinson
David Parkinson
Sister Dorothy
Paula Head
Kathy Hudec
Cathie Joseph

Headteacher
Headteacher

Headteacher
Headteacher
Headteacher

01420 86334

01420 520588
01420 541545
01420 564242
01420 82040
01420 564130

01420 82030

01420 541271

01420 85599

01420 82617

01420 82030

01420 86334
01420 520588

01420 520588

01420 563562
01420 23232

01420 564242

01730 828163

01252 319211
01252 893000

01252 545197
01252 716307
01420 82070
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Answers

1.The two babies
are two of a set of
triplets.

2. The countryside
The desert oasis
3. Goat, dog,
panda, ostrich,
horse, seal, bear,
camel, fish, llama







